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tures upon time wasted in the laboratory have, of
course, no relevance in his case.

It will be said, no doubt, that this would be all
very well if it were possible to divide boys with any
accuracy into two classes, the literary and the non-
literary, the scientific and the non-scientific. I agree
that no such classification can be exact, but I believe
that it could be made without substantial injustice.
Some will sort themselves without any difficulty, and
I believe that these would amount to more than half
the whole, for there are more people than is generally
supposed who instinctively shudder either at the
thought of Latin prose or at that of the internal
combustion engine. There will always be a few boys
who are equally good at both: if that is so, it will
not greatly matter which they study first: they can
be trusted not to neglect a subject for which they
care, It is probable, if the odds are equal, that they
had better give the preference to literature, for it
would seem easier to make up the leeway in sdence.
I have known many good scholars who took easily
and successfully to science at a comparatively late
stage, but I have never known a good scientist revert
to literature with enthusiasm.

Then there is the larger class of those who will
never be any good at either: I cannot break my heart
at the thought that they may be wrongly classified:
the scientists thirty years ago thought they could
make something of them: they know better now.
They are comparable to those unhappy souls whom